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EIDD – DESIGN FOR ALL EUROPE

ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH DESIGN FOR ALL

9th General Assembly

School of Fine Arts, Katowice, 6 April 2019
Minutes
1.  Opening and welcome of participants, apologies for absence
The President, Onny Eikhaug, declared the 9th General Assembly open at 10.30 on 6 April 2019, welcomed the participants and thanked the hosts at the Academy of Fine Arts (ASP) in Katowice for the organisation. 
Apologies for absence and proxies, when specified, were noted and are listed below.
Present
	Onny Eikhaug
	EIDD President, EIDD Norge
	Norway

	Terhi Tamminen
	EIDD Vice President, Avaava
	Finland

	Markus Haas
	EIDD Vice-President Finances, Freiraum
	Austria

	Pepetto di Bucchianico
	EIDD Vice-President Administration, DdA, Univ. of Chieti-Pescara
	Italy

	Jasmien Herssens
	EIDD Special Projects, Hasselt University §
	Belgium

	Nuno Sa Leal
	EIDD Special Projects, Association of Portuguese Designers
	Portugal

	Pete Kercher
	EIDD Ambassador, Design for All Italia
	Italy

	Janice Kowalski Rieger
	Queensland University of Technology* §
	Australia

	Wendy Metten
	Inter*
	Belgium

	Ivelina Gadzheva
	Design for All Bulgaria Foundation
	Bulgaria

	Daniel Kotsjuba
	Estonian Designers Association
	Estonia

	Silvia Pericu
	DSA, University of Genoa
	Italy

	Jüraté Tulyté 
	Kaunas 2022 European Capital of Culture
	Lithuania

	Ewa Golebiowska
	Cieszyn Castle 
	Poland

	Marta Wieckowska
	ASP Katowice
	Poland

	Lea Rollova
	CEDA, Technical University of Bratislava
	Slovakia

	Zuzana Ceresnova
	CEDA, Technical University of Bratislava
	Slovakia

	Finn Petrén
	DfA Sverige
	Sweden

	Rama Gheerawo
	Helen Hamlyn Centre, Royal College of Art
	UK


* Applicant members confirmed during the General Assembly

§ Attended part of the General Assembly via video link
In attendance

	Lieve Weytjens
	EIDD ACANET
	Belgium


Apologies for absence

	Name
	Organisation
	Country
	Proxy

	Severin Filek
	Design Austria
	Austria
	

	Veronika Egger
	Design for All Austria
	Austria
	

	Jasmien Herssens
	Hasselt University 
	Belgium
	Lieve Weytjens

	Camilla Rhyl
	Aalborg University 
	Denmark
	

	Masashi Kaita
	Royal Danish Academy of Art, Copenhagen
	Denmark
	

	Josyane Franc
	Cité du Design Saint-Etienne
	France
	

	Mathias Knigge
	EDAD – DfA Deutschland
	Germany
	Pete Kercher

	Carla Giusti
	Città della Scienza Naples
	Italy
	Pepetto Di Bucchianico

	Stefano Capolongo
	Milan Polytechnic Faculty of Architecture
	Italy
	Pete Kercher

	Victoria Høisæther
Jannicke Hølen
	Norwegian Centre for Design and Architecture
	Norway
	Pete Kercher

	Tom Vavik
	Oslo School of Architecture and Design
	Norway
	

	Ewa Janczukowicz-Cichosz
	Gdynia Design Centre
	Poland
	Ewa Golebiowska

	Maria Graça Guedes
	OC – Optima Conclusion
	Portugal
	

	Jesus Hernandez Galan
	ONCE Foundation 
	Spain
	

	Yolanda de la Fuente Riobles
	University of Jaen 
	Spain
	

	Lena Lorentzen
	University of Mid Sweden 
	Sweden
	

	Vanja Garai
	Brunel University 
	UK
	


2.    Agenda
The agenda was approved as proposed (Appendix 1).
3.    Minutes of the 8th General Assembly, Bratislava, 16 June 2018
The President introduced the Minutes of the previous General Assembly, held in Bratislava on 18 June 2018, and asked if there were any matters arising. 
There being no matters arising, approval of the minutes was proposed by Pete Kercher, seconded by Markus Hass and passed unanimously.

4.    Approval of New Members 

Applications for membership are normally taken at a later stage during the proceedings, after the reports have been made. In this case, an exception was made to the usual rule in order to accommodate the need for a video link with the Queensland University of Technology, in Brisbane, Australia, which had to take place at a reasonable time for the participants in Australia.

Applications for membership of EIDD to the General Assembly had been received from two organisations:

4.1 Inter, the Flemish Expertise Centre for Accessibility, was presented by Wendy Metten. Inter specialises in planning and organising the accessibility aspects of events. Since the application had been approved by the Executive Board, which gave its recommendation, the General Assembly voted unanimously in favour.

4.2 The Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in Brisbane was presented in a video link by Janice Kowalski Rieger, assisted by EIDD – Design for All Europe Special Projects Officer Jasmien Herssens, who was on assignment in Australia from her university. Since the application had been approved by the Executive Board, which gave its recommendation, the General Assembly voted unanimously in favour.

5.    Executive Board’s Report

The usual order of business was further modified to enable all the activity reports (Report of the Executive Board and Reports of Members’ Activities) to be given first, taking advantage of the location in the theatre setting used for the video link with Brisbane, so that students from the Academy of Fine Arts would be able to attend.

The President, Onny Eikhaug, presented the Board Report (Appendix 2), which covered the previous year of 2018 and continued to the current date in 2019. The report encompassed all the activities undertaken by EIDD – Design for All Europe and the executive and non-executive members of the Board during the period, focusing in particular on the work done to highlight the importance of Design for All and an inclusive approach in the framework of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, to which EIDD made several important contributions, working in close and constant collaboration with the EYCH leadership team at the European Commission. The President also stressed the two highlights of the year, which marked the celebrations for the 25th anniversary of EIDD – Design for All Europe: the General Assembly, held to coincide with the closing conference of the UNIALL project at the Slovakian Technical University in Bratislava in June 2018, and the international conference “Cultural Heritage for All: Unlocking Europe’s Potential through Design for All”, organised in partnership with Design for All Italia and the University of Chieti-Pescara and held in Pescara on 27-29 November 2018, in the framework of the European Year of Cultural Heritage.
5.1 ACANET Report

In the absence of Jasmien Herssens, Lieve Weytjens presented the sub-report about the Academic Network ACANET (Appendix 3).

6. Presentation of Members’ Activities

The President introduced the presentation of activities of Members, who had been asked to prepare to present their major activities in the preceding year. These minutes are now restricted to the list of the members who either made or sent a presentation: the contents of these presentations will be made available in the members’ spaces on the website, which members can access and update at any time to showcase all their activities throughout the year. Reports were presented by or on behalf of the following members:

EIDD Sverige, Design for All Italia, Design for All Bulgaria, CEDA (STU Bratislava, Slovakia), Avaava (Finland), Freiraum (Austria), Milan Polytechnic Faculty of Architecture, Hasselt University (EIDD Belgium), Kaunas 2022 European Capital of Culture (Lithuania), EIDD Norge, DOGA (Norway), the Helen Hamlyn Centre at the Royal College of Art, DSA, University of Genoa, the Estonian Designers Association, the Academy of Fine Arts (ASP) in Katowice, the Association of Portuguese Designers, the Department of Architecture at the University of Chieti-Pescara, the Zamek Cieszyn, Design for All Austria and EDAD – Design for All Deutschland.

The President thanked the members for their presentations and highlighted the following points:
· Six new members joined EIDD – Design for All Europe in the last year
· EIDD – Design for All Europe, acting through the ACANET and in collaboration with its Portuguese members APD and OC, is currently preparing its first Summer School, due to be held in Viana do Castelo, in Portugal from 8 to 13 September this year. For further information, please go to the EIDD website: http://dfaeurope.eu/eidd-design-summer-school-2019/
· Again, in partnership with the ACANET and its member the University of Hasselt, EIDD – Design for All Europe is also organising the first in the series of academic conferences to be entitled Design and Society, to take place in Hasselt (Belgium) from 9 to 11 September 2020.

· The EIDD member the Helen Hamlyn Centre at the Royal College of Art has now made its extensive archive available for downloading at hhcd.rca.ac.uk.
7.    Financial Report
The Financial Report for 2018 was presented by the Vice-President Finances, Markus Haas (attached as Appendix 4), who explained the functioning of the new financial management of EIDD, since moving the Head Office to Linz, in Austria, a move that took effect from 1 January 2018.

The approval of the 2018 Financial Report was moved by Ewa Golebiowska and seconded by Ivelina Gadzheva, then approved unanimously by the GA (Markus Haas, as Financial Vice-President, abstaining).
6.1 Budget for 2019 and Draft Budget for 2020
These budgets were presented by Markus Haas. Their approval was moved by Finn Petrén and seconded by Rama Gheerawo, then approved unanimously (Markus Haas, as Financial Vice-President, abstaining; Appendix 5).
7.    Election of the Executive Board 
The President Onny Eikhaug introduced the topic and, following established practice, she then invited Peter Kercher to manage the election of the President and the other members of the Executive Board.

Pete Kercher accepted the invitation to manage the elections and started with that of the President. Since Onny Eikhaug had indicated her intention of standing for re-election for a further two years, he asked her to confirm her availability and then asked if there were any other nominations. There were none. Onny Eikhaug confirmed her availability and was duly re-elected unanimously to serve for another two-year term as President of EIDD – Design for All Europe.

Next position for election was that of Vice-President without portfolio, held by Terhi Tamminen. When asked if she was willing to continue in office, Terhi responded that she was. Pete Kercher then asked if there were any other nominations for the position: there were none. Terhi Tamminen was then duly re-elected unanimously to serve for another two-year term as Vice-President of EIDD – Design for All Europe.
Following the same procedure, Pepetto Di Bucchianico was re-elected to serve another two-year term as Administrative Vice-President of EIDD – Design for All Europe.
Following the same procedure, Markus Haas was re-elected to serve another two-year term as Financial Vice-President of EIDD – Design for All Europe.

The last remaining positions for, election were those of the Special Projects Officers. There were three of these in the retiring Executive Board: Josyane Franc, Jasmien Herssens and Nuno Sal Leal, who had been co-opted during the 2017-2018 year to replace Jesus Hernandez Galan. Since Josyane Franc was retiring from her position at the Cité du Design and had expressed her intention not to stand for re-election, Pete Kercher asked Jasmien Herssens and Nuno Sa Leal if they were available for re-election, to which they responded in the affirmative. He then explained that the constitution does not provide for a fixed number of Special Projects Officers, so the General Assembly would not be obliged to seek and elect a replacement for Josyane Franc. At this point, Finn Petrén reminded the General Assembly of the importance of a geographical and gender balance in the Executive Board. Pete Kercher then asked the meeting if there were any other nominations. Since there were none, Jasmien Herssens and Nuno Sa Leal were duly re-elected to serve another two-year term as Special Projects Officers of EIDD – Design for All Europe.
The new Executive Board will hold office until the General Assembly in 2021. It has a good gender balance (three women and three men) and is distributed across most of the continent, although there is currently no serving officer from Central or Eastern Europe. The General Assembly, remembering that it has been served by a Polish President, a Latvian Financial Vice-President and an Estonian Special Projects Office in the past, agreed that this should be rectified in future. 

In addition, the President proposed the confirmation of Pete Kercher as EIDD-Design for All Europe Ambassador. The General Assembly voted its approval.

8.    Workshops

The General Assembly split into subgroups for a rapid workshop experience. As the intention here was not to formulate proposals for decisions to be made in the General Assembly, no formal record was made of the results.

9. Any other business
There was no other business.

10.   Date and venue for the General Assembly 2020 
Several possibilities were suggested as the venue for the next General Assembly, with the emphasis on a preference for a combination with a conference organised by EIDD – Design for All Europe itself.

The General Assembly mandated the Executive Board to decide on the best option and to communicate the exact date and place at the earliest convenience.
12.   Meeting closed

The President Onny Eikhaug thanked participants for a stimulating and successful General Assembly. She also thanked the team at the Katowice Academy of Fine Arts for their excellent logistical arrangements and warm hospitality. She then closed the 2019 General Assembly at 18.30.
